September 17, 2023

16th Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is
beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you
are already and always forgiven. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN - WOV745

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
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1 A - wake,O sleep-er, rise from death, and Christshall give you light;
2 To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear re - lease,
3 Then walk in love as  Christ has loved, who died that he might save;
4 For us Christ lived, for us he died, and con-quered in the strife.
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so  learn his love, its  length and breadth, its  full - ness,depth, and height.
to give the Spir-it’s u - ni-ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
with kind and gen - tle  hearts for-give as God in Christ for - gave.
A - wake, a-rise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life.
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GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

ELW 602 (LBW 96)

Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved

Vieme to, Pane BozZe nds

CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS
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1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 0O God, Holy Spir - it, have mer-cy up - on us.
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Vie - me to, Pa - ne Bo Ze nds, Ze sa na
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we know, by ev - ry
Your arms ex - tend, O Christ, to  save from sting of
0 lav - ish Giv - er, come to aid  the chil - dren
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Text: Jif1 Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899

Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House
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HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW 556

Morning Has Broken
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1 Morm-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;  black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - Iit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing, born of the
]
|

L d g g o o)

Q i 0 £ [ I F t
7 | | | e | i | | |
- — : | — .
0 .

)4 I I I I | ]

6 . ——— — S

] |
/ s 7 4 N
spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet- ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with ¢ - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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morn - ing!  Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com-plete - ness where God’s feet pass.
morn - ing, God’s re -cre -a - tion of the new day!
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us Pray.... O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 1”*'Say
to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 8Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 1°But Joseph said to them, “Do not
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 2°Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. %1So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (Read responsively by whole verse)
1Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
’Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
‘who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
50 LorD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
’You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8LorD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
°you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10¥ou have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.



Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

lWelcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe
it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to
God.

’We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. '!For it is
written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
21peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 2*When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; 2°and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 2%So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and 1
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 2°Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 39But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. 3'When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3°So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - REV. DERRICK FALLON



HYMN OF THE DAY - LBW126

Where Charity and Love Prevail
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Where char -i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is
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2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;

4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.

Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on -1ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.
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[ext: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
lext © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us approach the throne of grace on behalf of the Church, the world, and
one another. A brief silence is kept.

We are your debtors in so many ways, heavenly Father! We sometimes forget
how even our trifling sins can, if unrepented and unforgiven, run up a soul-
crushing “tab.” Thank you for being so willing to cancel our debt. Keep us ever
mindful of the costly generosity of your beloved Son. Give us his grace and
strength, to willingly forgive the debts of those who have wronged us.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Teach your Church how to be a school for forgiveness mercy. Give it leaders
who explain and practice forgiving. Make its worship an encounter with your
forgiveness. Equip its members to pray for and share the forgiveness you give
through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

We pray for all who are crushed beneath a load of debt. They can do foolish or
dangerous things to seek relief. Help them to ask for help, forgiveness, and a
wise solution. Help those to whom they are indebted to move beyond anger
and self-interest, into the uncharted yet blessed waters of mercy. Remind
them how indebted they are to you, for you forgive their debts of sin.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be merciful to this poor broken world. Help our leaders to rule with justice
tempered with mercy and compassion. Bestow on all of us a spirit of patience,
forbearance, humility, and kindness. Teach us to outdo one another in showing
mercy and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for everyone seeking to be Jesus’ disciples, especially as he teaches
them the hard path of forgiveness and self-sacrifice. Fill them with your Spirit.
Help them to share your Son’s costly grace rightly and wisely, even with
people who are obnoxious, obstinate, or oblivious.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew the life and health of all who are afflicted in any way by the powers of
sin, evil, sickness, or death. Heal all their infirmities, dear Lord; and crown
them with your mercy and loving-kindness.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Most holy Father, you show goodness and mercy toward those who die trusting
in you. Thank you for redeeming their lives from the grave. Make your ways
known also to us. Renew our strength and take away our sin. Lead us in the
pathways of your loving-kindness. Teach us to forgive rather than to pass
judgment upon one another. Grant that whether we live or die, we know that
we are yours. Raise us to that perfect and glorious life which you give to all
whom you have redeemed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Conform our prayers to the heart of Jesus, hear them through the interceding
of your Holy Spirit, and grant them in accordance with your gracious
will. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when
finished.)

OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY HYMN - AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705)

As the Grains of Wheat
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in  our midst,

2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us Pray...God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to
the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

0o

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS WOV 616A

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



FRACTION

LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195):

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are
available.)

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X):

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN - LBW552 (ELW867)

PRAISE, THANKSGIVING

w 867 In Thee Is Gladness
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I l h nLi d lemann, e Winkworth, 1827-1878. alr.

BLESSING N . .
The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all hames, and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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