The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020
Morning Prayer

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy.

'‘Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
’Bless the LorRD, O my soul,

and forget not all God’s benefits—
*'who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases;
‘who redeems your life from the grave

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
swho satisfies your desires with good things

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.



°0 LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
!LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
°you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
“You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
""For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
'2As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
*As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy.

SONG - A song of creation
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1. Let all cre - a- tion bless the Lord, Gll heav'n with praise is ring - ing.
2, All  liv-ing things up - on the earth, green fer - tile hills and moun-tains,
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3.0 menand wo-men ev - ery-where, lift up a hymn of glo - ry;
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Sun, moon,and stars, peal out a chord,stir up the an - gels’ sing-ing.
sing to the God who gave you birth; be joy- ful, springs and foun-tains.
let all who know God’s stead - fast care tell our sal - va- tion’s sto - ry.
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Sing, wind and rain! Sing, snow and sleet! Make mu - sic, day, night, cold and heat: ex -

Lithe wa - ter life, bright air- borne birds, wild rov - ing beast, tame flocks and herds: ex -
No tongue be si- lent; sing your part, you hum-ble souls and meek of heart: ex -
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alt the God who  made you.
alt the God who  made you.

alt the God who  made you. ~
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

*Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” “So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '"*Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the
crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. #Then his
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” “But Joseph said to
them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? °’Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2'So have no fear;
| myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to
them.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. *“Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them. “Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

s’Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be
fully convinced in their own minds. ‘Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain,
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

‘"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ¢If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

“"Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "'For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
2So then, each of us will be accountable to God.



Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times.

23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. “When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him; 2°and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 2And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 22But that same slave, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and | will pay you.’ *But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. *"When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. *?Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. **Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ 3“And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. **So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - O God of every nation



O God of Every Nation
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(0] God of ev-’'ry na - ton, of ev-'ry race and land,

2 From search for wealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that all may find re - lease

4 Keep bright in wus the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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re - deem your whole cre - a - tion with your al-might - y hand;
from trust in bombs that show - er de - struc-tion through the night,
from fear of rat-tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
when ha-tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind-ness to your way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
till  dawns the morn-ing glo - rious when truth and love shall reign,
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in love and mer-cy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.
de - liv-er ev-ry mna - tion, e - ter-nal God, we pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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Text: William W. Reid Jr., b. 1923
Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.



GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—



for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.

Song — This is my song



This Is My Song

1 This is my song,
2 My coun-try’s  skies
3 This is my prayer,

(o] God of all the
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earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine
and sun - light beams on clo - ver - leaf  and pine
your king - dom come; on  earth your will be done
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This is  my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
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shall serve you,
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here are my  hopes, my dreams,my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev ry - where as blue as mine.
andhearts u - nit ed leasn to live as  one.
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but oth - er  hearts in oth - er lands are beat - ing
So hear my  song, (o] God of all the na - tions,
So hear my prayer, o God of all the na - tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as  mine.
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
my - self I give you; let your will be done.
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Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3

Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Outside USA: Music © Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden.

Duplication in any form without

or valid license from copyright administrator.
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