
 
 

 
September 10, 2023 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
makes our joy complete.  Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are 
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what 
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and 
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your 
creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s compassion is 
beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.  In ☩ Christ, you 
are already and always forgiven.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



ENTRANCE HYMN – LBW558 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
GREETING  
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.            And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE ELW 602 (LBW 96) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE – ELW 556 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us Pray…. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE WORD 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
  7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn 
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we 
live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:33-40 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
 
 33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain. 
 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me. 
 
 

 

 



Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter. 

 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – REV. RICK NEU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY – LBW551 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us approach the throne of grace on behalf of the Church, the world, and 
one another.      A brief silence is kept. 
  
O dear Lord, these lessons are hard! It’s tough to think about sin and 
reconciliation, discipline and hard conversations. Please help us to thank you 
for the guidance and promise your Son gives us, even in such awkward 
encounters. And fill us with your Spirit, so we are equipped to put into practice 
what Jesus has given us for such times.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Make your Church courageous in warning people of their sinfulness, and 
humble in confessing its own sin. Help it to graciously offer forgiveness to any 
who turn to you. Give it the lovely righteousness of your Son, and make it his 
dwelling-place, and an outpost of your Kingdom.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Hear the prayers of your faithful people who suffer persecution, torture and 
death because of Christ. Do not let the waters of hatred overwhelm them; and 
grant them grace to persevere in faithfulness. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless this congregation with humility, gentleness, and wisdom. Help us to 
speak truth with so much love, that others eagerly seek the mercy, 
reconciliation and life that comes from Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for families, congregations, and communities in which people have 
hurt one another. They struggle with betrayal and anger. They need humility, 
to confess and repent when they have done wrong. They need courage, to 
forgive when they have been wronged. They need hope, to relearn trust. 
Refresh them with your Spirit and nourish them with your Word. Give them the 
grace and mercy of Jesus, so they can heal and reconcile, to your glory and for 
the sake of their fellowship. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You have entrusted the leaders of nations with power and authority. Teach 
them that they must give an account of their stewardship to you, the King and 
Lord of all nations. Make them willing and able to accomplish your will for the 
good of all people entrusted to their care. Teach us all to settle differences 
peacefully, to act honorably, speak respectfully, and live justly. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give wisdom, courage, and right intentions to those in the military and law 
enforcement. Make them worthy instruments of your will. Use them to bring 
safety, freedom, and justice to those who suffer at the hands of evildoers. 
Heal them when they are victims of evil. By their labors, lay the groundwork 
for peace to flourish. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We plead on behalf of all who suffer. Grant them health, hope, guidance, and 
the joy of your presence in their lives. Fill all who care for them with 
compassion. Give your salvation to them all. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your “little ones” who, have died to this world 
and now live eternally in your embrace. Give us the grace to live as your little 
ones, too.  Help us to trust and obey you. Help us to aid, warn, and forgive 
each other. Give us your mercy, and for Jesus’ sake, lead us into your 
Kingdom. Grant us the joy of seeing your face and of worshipping you in the 
company of all you have redeemed.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Conform our prayers to the heart of Jesus, hear them through the interceding 
of your Holy Spirit, and grant them in accordance with your gracious 
will. Amen. 
 

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY 
   OFFERTORY HYMN – AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us Pray…God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to 
the table, that all might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS WOV 616A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN 
 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

FRACTION                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195): 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table.       Come, eat and live. 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you.                    The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are 
available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy 
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN – WOV721 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.                                Thanks be to God. 
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