The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2020
Morning Prayer

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever.

'l will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | will sing your praise.
2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast
love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
‘When | called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
‘All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
*They will sing of the ways of the LORD,



that great is the glory of the LORD.
‘The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,

perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
¢You will make good your purpose for me;

O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

O LoRbD, your steadfast love endures forever.

SONG - To God with gladness sing
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

‘Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
sFor the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

‘Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
s| will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
sLift up your eyes to the heavens,



and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

'l appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

*For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one
of another. ‘We have (gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; 'ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ¢the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

*Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” “And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” "*"He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” *Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” "/And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. "*And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not prevail against it. *°I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 22Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - Like the murmur of the dove’s song

7 I N I [ [ N I

] T N ! ! ‘ N LY 1
I i é } N ] |
- v ‘

1 Like the mur - mur of the dove’s  song, like the

2 To the mem - bers of Christ’s Bo - dy, 10) the

3 With the heal - ing of di - vi - sion, with  the

0 . | , ) . A A .
y N ) | I | 1 N——1 - < > >—]
%/—d—i—d—l—é—d—i = ? i

chal - lenge  of her flight, like the vig - or of the

branch - es of the Vine, to the Church 1 faith as -

cease - less voice of prayer, with the power  to love and



@bwr

wind’s rush, like new flame’s ea ger

sem - bled, to her midst as gift and

wit - ness, with the peace be - yond com
p A — T N I

==

&>— | a1 s o | i
d T T - ‘
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sign: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.

pare: come, Ho - Iy Spi - rit, come.

Phrase 1 of each stanza may be sung by one group, with a contrasted group singing phrase 2,
and all joining for the final phrase.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,

but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen



PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.
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