The Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 21, 2023

This Sunday we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord
by using the scriptures from May 18.



THE ENTRANCE RITE
(Please stand if you are able)

P: ALLELUIA! Christ is risen!
C: HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA!

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Holy God, holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,
and in them we are born anew.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our withess to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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2 Crown him, you mar- tyrs of our God, who from his al - tar call;
3 0 seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
4 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God in - car-nate, man di-vine—and crown him Lord of all.
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5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
the wormwood and the gall,
go spread your trophies at his feet
and crown him Lord of all.

6 Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you / And also with you / Let us Pray....

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence
intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring
everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

[Luke writes:] !In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; >for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” “He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” °When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1°While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. 1They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 47 (Read responsively by whole verse)
IClap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with a joyful sound.
2For the LorD Most High is to be feared:
a great king over all the earth,
3who subdues the peoples under us,
and the nations under our feet;
‘who chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.
>God has gone up with a shout,
the LorRD with the sound of the ram’s horn.
6Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our king, sing praises.
’For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with a song.



8God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.

°The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

151 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 1°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 171
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, °and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great

power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, %far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24t Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “"These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”*Then he opened their minds to understand
the scriptures, “6and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 4’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are
witnesses of these things. 4°And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

>0Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. >1While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. °2And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; >3and they
were continually in the temple blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON - REV. RICK NEU

HYMN OF THE DAY

A

Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!
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O Lord, our homeward pathway bend,
that our unwearied hearts ascend.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Where, seated on your Father’s throne,
you reign as King of kings alone.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 Give us your joy on earth, O Lord,
in heav’n to be our great reward.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

When throned with you forever, we
shall praise your name eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
all praise to you let earth accord:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
with Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence.

Ever-present God, root your church firmly in you. Let us neither become entranced
staring up into the heavens, nor distraught by the suffering of the world. Teach us to see
you in every face, every place, and every moment.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the cosmos, you cradle creation in your loving arms and anoint it with signs of
your presence. In the budding of flowers, the birth of a baby, and the formations of the
land and sky, reveal your abundant life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, your reign is above us, around us, beneath us, and beside us. As you rule
the cosmos with justice and mercy, pour out your Spirit upon those in authority, that
they serve humbly and justly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of companionship, provide clarity and direction for those experiencing life
transitions—in births and deaths, new employment and new relationships, divorces and
departures. We pray for those receiving new diagnhoses or undergoing treatment for
illness or injury (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Immanent God, in you we live, move, and have our being. Draw us closer to you and
clothe us in your power. Encourage those preparing for baptism, those affirming their
baptism, and all who are assuming new roles in this congregation’s ministries.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of welcome, you call us to feast at your eternal banquet. We give thanks for those
who came before us, (especially Erik, King of Sweden, and all) whose lives withessed to
your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you,
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when
finished.)

OFFERTORY, THEN OFFERTORY HYMN: LET THE VINEYARDS (NEXT PAGE)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of
the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of
this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who, after his
resurrection, appeared openly to his disciples and, in their sight, was taken up into
heaven, that he might make us partakers of his divine nature. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION

LAMB OF GOD (NEXT PAGE)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
The bread that we share is the Body of Christ.
The cup that we share is the Blood of Christ.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are

available.)

COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you.

COMMUNION HYMN

The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Beautiful Savior
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TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE:
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shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - Im - ija. Al-le - lu - ia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING HYMN (NEXT PAGE)



Lord, You Give the Great Commission
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1 Lord, you give the great com - mis-sion: “Heal the sick and
2 Lord, you call wus to your  ser - vice: “In my name bap -
3 Lord, you make the com - mon ho - ly: “This my bod - y,
4 Lord, you show us love’s true  mea-sure: “Fa - ther, what they
5 Lord, you bless with words as - sur-ing: “1 am with you
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preach the  word” Lest the church ne - glect its mis - sion,
tize and teach.” That the world may trust your prom-ise,
this my  blood.” Let us all, for ecarth’s true glo - ry,
do, for - give” Yet we hoard as pri - vate trea- sure
to the  end” Faith and hope and Ilove re - stor - ing,
i | L el e
: A 4 |
A =] . i ===
~
0 i I ) i
) | ! I

— : b ]
and the gos - pel go un - heard, help us  wit - ness
life a - bun - dant meant for each, give us all new
dai - ly Lift life  heav - en - ward, ask - ing that the
all that  you SO free - ly give. May  your care and
may we  serve as you in - tend and, a - md the
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to your  pur - pose with re - newed in - teg - 1 - ty:
fer - wvor, draw us clos - er in com-mu - ni - ty:
world a - round us share  your chil - dren’s lib - er - ty:
mer - cy lead us to a just so - ¢ - e - ty
cares that claim us, hold in mnd e - ter - ni - ty:
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With the Spir-it's  gifts em-pow’r us for the work of min - is - try.
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BLESSING
The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy
Spirit to live in the new creation. Amen.

DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Serve the risen one.
C: Thanks be to God.

He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!
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