The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
April 4, 2021
Holy Communion

Introduction

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome,
we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness,
praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ's death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and
depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever. Amen.



Gathering Song — Jesus Christ is ris'n today
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al E le - lu - ial
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - 1a
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al /,—__\ le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - n - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly King, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise € - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ial
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.



Hymn of Praise — God’s Paschal Lamb
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1. God’s Pas - chal Lamb is sac - 1i - ficed for us;
2. Now Christ 1is raised and will not die a - gain;
3. In Christ we see the first fruits of the dead:
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There - fore with joy we keep the Eas - ter feast; for -
death  has no  more do - min - ion o - ver him; Through
though Ad-am’s sin had doomed all flesh to die, n
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sak - ing sin, we share the bread of truth. Al -
him we die to sin and live to God. Al -
Christ’s new life shall all be made a - live. Al -
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le lu ia Al le - lu 1a!
le lu ia Al le - Iu ia!
le Iu 1a. Al le - lu ia!
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Prayer of the Day

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.

“Peter began to speak to [the people]: I truly understand that God shows no partiality, **but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. *You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. ¥’ That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: **how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. *We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, “'not to all the people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. “’He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. “All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”

Reader: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Read responsively by whole verse)
'Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
*Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
“The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”



7] shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
'*The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
“Open for me the gates of righteousness;
| will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
1] give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
2By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
»This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ
appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith.

'Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that | proclaimed to you, which you
in turn received, in which also you stand, “through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly
to the message that | proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

*For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn had received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the scriptures, “and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures, sand that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ¢Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. "Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. sLast of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. °For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. '°But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them—though it
was not |, but the grace of God that is with me. ""Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so
you have come to believe.

Reader: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (everyone)

Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed for us. Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark the sixteenth chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 16:1-8

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.

'When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. *They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” “When they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled back. °As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. °But he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;



he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” eSo they went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they

were afraid.

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day — Christ is alive!

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
Q #u T . T f .
y 4 i | | | . | | | [ = o
il I I = I I (7] = ] I
%_J_J & P o | ! '
~— ]
emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love
that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to
blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you
have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw
together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or
confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve (especially).
Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved
in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered. Please unmute if you wish.

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with
Benedict the African and all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.

Offering Prayer

God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. (Please elevate the bread)
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. (Please elevate the cup)
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen



Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

The bread that we share is the Body of Christ. The cup that we share is the Blood of Christ.

Communion

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen

Prayer after Communion

Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever. Amen.



Sending Song —

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!

n I 1 1 [—
)7 A I ) | | | | | | | | )\
&1 e —
(o = | A N C—
1 Christ the Lord is rism to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten  on  your way; Al - le - u - ia!
sin - less in the  sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - u - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - lu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom - age pay; Al - le - u - ia!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con-tend - ing  death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
n I ) | [rm—
)7 A | | | | | I | | | | )
oS )& e
I < [ [J & 7]
J T T r
at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - Iu - ia!
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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