The Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021
Holy Communion

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Song —



Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain of tri - um - phant glad - ness!

2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons,bright with the day of splen - dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,

5 Al - le - lu - ia! now we cry to our Lord i1m - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,

and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has ris - en.

with the 1oy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to ren - der;

nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:

who tri - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win-ter of our sins, long and dark, is fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - Iu-ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
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led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er - more pass - es hu - man know -ing.

Al - le - Iu - i1al yet a - gain to the Spir - it rais - ing.
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Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise — God’s Paschal Lamb
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3. In Christ we see
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1. God’s Pas - chal Lamb is sac - 11 - ficed for us;
2. Now Christ is  raised and will not die a - gain;

the first fruits of the dead:
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There - fore with joy we keep the Eas - ter feast; for -
death has no  more do - min - ion o - ver him; Through
though Ad-am’s  sin had doomed all flesh to die, in
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sak - ing sin, we share the bread of truth. Al -
him we die to sin and live to God. Al -
Christ’s new life shall all be made a - lve. Al -
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le lu ia Al le - lu 1a!
le lu ia Al le - Iu ia!
le Iu 1a. Al le - lu ia!
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Prayer of the Day

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with
your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
First Reading: Acts 3:12-19

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God'’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus.
Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us,
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?'*The God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. "“But you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, "“and you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '“And by faith in his name,
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through
Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

7*And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. *¢In this way God
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. “Repent
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4
'Answer me when | call, O God, defender of my cause;
you set me free when | was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
*Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me when | call.
‘Tremble, then, and do not sin;



speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
s0ffer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.
‘Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
¢!In peace, | will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our future existence, we trust that
God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. *And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.

‘Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. °No one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us* while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32)

The holy gospel according to Luke the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus
convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

b Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” *’They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? **Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is |
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” “°And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. <'While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” “They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their presence.

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
“Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “and he said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, “’and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “¢You are
witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon — The Rev. Patricia Harris

Hymn of the Day —

Around You, O Lord Jesus
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1 A-round you, O Lord Je - sus,your own you gath-er  still
2 We hear yourin - vi - ta - tion, and heed, O Lord, your call;
3 We are your own for-ev - er; un-tl our fi- nal breath
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to share the feast you give  us with grace our lives to  fill.
your word of con - so - la - tion is spo-ken here to all
we will be true and nev - er—in joy, in grief, in  death—
0 | . .
) Al ! T . T . I ! I
4 | | | | I | ] > 7, > | [
£ g W 2 7] | I & ] i = = 1 = 7] &
A\IV I 7] = I I I
») | & | ' |
You say to us so lov - ing -ly, “Take, eat! This is my
It draws wus to your lov - ing heart; it brings to us your
de - part from you, for you are still a - mong your peo - ple
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bod - ! Take, drink! This is my blood!”
bless - ing, which nev - er wil de - part.
dwell - ing, as you have said you will.

Text: Frans Mika(_e_l Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. composite
Music: O JESU, AN DE DINA, H. Thomisson, Den danske Psalmebog, 1569
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts
and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness
in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. Heal
your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and
sustainable home. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and
strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state,
and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to those
who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness
(especially). Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal
yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual
love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for
their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have promised that we may join them in
everlasting life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness
and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer

God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. (Please elevate the bread)
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. (Please elevate the cup)
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

The bread that we share is the Body of Christ.
The cup that we share is the Blood of Christ.

Communion

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen

Prayer after Communion

Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song —



We Who Once Were Dead
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1 We who once were dead now live, ful - ly know-ing Je - sus
2 We were lost in night, but  you sought and found us. Give us
3 He be - came our bread; Je - sus died to save us. On him
4 Let us share the pain you en-dured in dy - ing; we shall

0 4§ e . o . .

b | I | K ! | . K !
G4 e v e J | e e e o
\\av L | [ _——- | |

J ' . —

as our head. Life is o - ver-flow-ing when he breaks the bread.

strength to fight; death is all a-round us. Je - sus, be our light

we are fed, eat-ing what he gave us, r1is - ing from the dead.

then re -main  liv - ing; death de - fy - ing, we shall rise a - gain.
5 Jesus, you were dead, 6 This is your design;

but you rose and, living, in this meal we meet you.

made yourself our bread, Be our bread and wine,

in your goodness giving Jesus, we entreat you.

life though we were dead. This shall be our sign.

Text: Muus Jacobse, 1909-1972; tr. composite

Music: MIDDEN IN DE DOOD, Rik Veelenturf, b. 1936

Text and music © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV., Baarn, The Netherlands. All rights reserved. Exclusive
agent for English-language countries: OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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