Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021
Morning Prayer

Thanksgiving for the Word: Lent

Gracious God, who has named and claimed us, calling us your beloved children,

you know the secrets of our hearts. When we sin and stray from your paths, you astound us with your
saving grace.

For this Word of life,
we give you thanks.

Loving Jesus, living Word, in you the Kingdom of God has come near; through you all that was lost
has been found. Help us to boldly follow wherever you may lead, trusting your promise that we need
not fear, for you are with us.

For this Word of life,
we give you thanks.

Holy Spirit, the mystery in which we dwell, into our scarcity, your abundance flows. Enliven all
communities with your good news. Guide us to love and serve Jesus, giving ourselves away for the
sake of the world.

For this Word of life,
we give you thanks.

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever.

Amen.

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.



O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
2/For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD's
face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
%The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
“Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
¥They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”
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1 The God of A - braham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;

2 He by him - self  hath sworn: we on his oath de - pend;

3 There dwells the Lord, our King, the Lord, our Right-eous - ness,

4 The God who reigns  on high the great arch - an - gels sing,

5 The whole ti - um - phant host give thanks to God on  high;
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1 An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love;
2 we shal, on ea - gle - wings up-borne, to  heaven a - scend:
3 wi - um-phant o’er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace;
4 and “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly,” cry, “Al - might -y King!
5 “Hail, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost!” they ev - er cry;

1 the Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heavencon - fessed:
2 we shall be - hold his face, we shall his power a - dore,
3 on i - on’s sa-cred height his king - dom he main - tains,
4 Who was, and is, the same, and ev - er - moreshall be:

5 hail, A -braham’s Lord di - vine! With heaven our songs we raise;

we bow and bless the sa - cred Name for ev - er blest.
and sing the won-ders of his grace for ev - er - more.
and, glo - rious with his saints in light, for ev - er reigns.
e - ter - nal Fa- ther, great [ AM, we wor - ship thee.”
all might and ma - jes - ty are thine, and end - less praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us
the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READINGS

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple that they will be the
ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.

'When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. ?’And | will make my covenant between me and you, and



will make you exceedingly numerous.” *“Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ““As for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °No longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. ¢l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you. 7l will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

*God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. '°l will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not through works of the law but
through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God
had promised to accomplish.

“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "°*For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

‘°For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 7as it is written, “| have made you the father of
many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist. ®Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
“He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, 2'being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. »2Therefore his
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written
not for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead, 2?who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for
our justification.

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter’s response
indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.

*[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.*?He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. *For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? ¥*Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

SERMON - The Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy



HYMN OF THE DAY - My faith looks up to thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread, and griefs a - round me spread,
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Sa - vior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as thou hast died for me, O  may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day; wipe sor-row’s
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love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire.
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Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,

from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.



You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our



bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day *+ through the Word made flesh. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.

Song -



How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ty tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has  said
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne’

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American
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