Service of Word and Prayer
Wednesday, February 24, 2021
Week 1 in Lent

INTRODUCTION

God’s word, proclaimed and reflected upon, and the prayer it calls forth from those gathered, are the
heart of this service, which is prepared especially for contemplative settings. The Holy Spirit, who knows
our needs, prays with and through us, and when we have no words, for us. Silence makes room to
breathe deeply, time to still the heart and quiet restless thoughts, and, a place to listen and rest in the
presence of God, “like a child upon its mother’s breast” (Psalm 131:2). Some times of silence will last no
longer than a deep breath; some will be more spacious. A handbell or singing bowl may be rung to mark
them. Before worship begins, keeping silence or listening to meditative music invites the community into
the unhurried pace of prayer.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.

GREETING

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the
abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

OPENING PRAYER

O God, rich in mercy, full of kindness, out of your great love, you raise us up from sin
and death and make us alive together with Christ. Write your word upon our hearts and
restore in us the image of your love that, by your Spirit, our way of life may become the
way of Christ, through whom we pray.

Amen.

SILENCE

SONG



If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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1 If you but trust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep -ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, youwll find that God is there be -
an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing days.  Trust then in
keep-ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold-ing, what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv-ing, youll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This is  our
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God’s un-chang -ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross will bring you safe through ev - 'ty loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fl - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.

READING: Matthew 6:1-4

6 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then
you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not
sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their



reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, “so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

REFLECTION

PRAYER
The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.

INVITATION TO PRAYER
The leader invites the community into prayer.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

CONCLUDING PRAYER
Gathering our many prayers into one, let us pray.

God of all compassion, gather our prayers in your mercy and grant to us what you know
we need, that we may walk in the life and peace of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our
hope and our salvation.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer may be prayed. The leader may introduce the prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father...

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SILENCE

SONG



Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
3 1 need thy  pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
carth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
what but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow’r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’'n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the help - less, oh, a - bide with me.
@) thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847
Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 1823-1889

BLESSING

Christ Jesus dwell in our hearts through faith, as we are being rooted and grounded in
love, strengthened by the Spirit, and filled with all the fullness of God.

Amen.
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