
 
January 28, 2024 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you.  We have known you but have not always 
loved you.  We have wounded one another and sinned against you.  We have 
not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good 
news to all. Amen. 
 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen. 
 



ENTRANCE HYMN - LBW360 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you  /  And also with you  /  Let us pray… 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



THE WORD 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the 
voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then 
the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them 
a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not 
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes 
to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.” 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 111 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
  1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity. 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice  
        this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does 
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be 
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—
6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 
exist. 



 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others 
see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since 
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to 
idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 
destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their 
falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark the First Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once 
his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – REV RICK NEU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY – LBW 90 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With gratitude for the gift of Christ, let us draw near to our heavenly Father in 
prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the world, and all who need his 
loving-kindness.   A brief silence 
  
Holy God, thank you for being stronger than demons, doubts, and despair. 
Thank you for bold prophets, faithful teachers, gentle caretakers, and ordinary 
saints who serve you by mentoring, guiding, healing, and challenging us. Give 
us grace to go and do likewise. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Raise up in your Church leaders to speak your Word with boldness, clarity, and 
charity. Give its members hearts that listen with faith, obedience, and 
gladness. Give to those who have not heard or heeded your Word, ears to hear 
rightly, ponder patiently, and believe firmly. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give your persecuted disciples steadfastness, courage, and gentleness of 
heart, to rightly confess Christ before their enemies. By your mercy, bring 
their tormentors to repentant faith. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give your dearest blessings to this congregation, so that we always proclaim 
the strong saving love of Christ. Strengthen our families, and make them 
havens of grace and forgiveness. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 



Have mercy upon all who are tormented by mental illness; post-traumatic 
stress; substance abuse; or anything else that clouds minds, distorts 
personalities, and shatters souls. Give them release from whatever has 
demonic control over their lives. Restore peace, sanity, relationships and hope 
to them and to their loved ones.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Expel from this world the demons of hatred, violence, apathy, and injustice. 
Fill the hearts and minds of earthly leaders, and the people entrusted to their 
care, with your Spirit. Help us care for our neighbors, especially those who are 
despised and afflicted; and grant us your peace.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Grant strength, comfort, and hope to all who are wounded in body, mind, or 
heart. Shield them from evil. Drive from them the demons of despair. Restore 
them to health and to the company of all who love them. Fill them with the 
blessed peace of your Holy Spirit.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, keep safe all who have died trusting in you. Comfort those who 
mourn.  Defend us in the presence of our enemies – sin, evil and death. Lead 
us into your eternal and glorious Sabbath rest, in which peace, wholeness and 
holiness adorn all whom you have redeemed.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Graciously hear, and generously answer our prayers and petitions, dear 
Father, as may be best for us and to your greater glory, thorough your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY HYMN:  LET THE VINEYARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you 
open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your 
Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 



and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION 
 
AGNUS DEI: 

   
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the Joy of God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 
your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN – LBW 542 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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