Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021
Holy Communion

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,

you know them;

receive them in your divine mercy.

Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!

Through the power and promise of -+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community

living out Christ’s justice

and the Spirit's reconciling peace.

Amen.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

GATHERING SONG - Arise and shine
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1 A - rise and shine,  the pro - phet sang;
2 God’s ris - ing sun will light the way,
3 You will not need the sun by day
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your  light has come, the mes - sage rang.
as peo - ple stream to dawn - ing’s ray

nor moon by night, to light your  way;
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The shroud of dark - ness stripped  a - way,

Your o - pen gates will nev - er close,

God’s glo - ry and e - ter - nal might
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God’s glo - ry brings a bright new  day.
in bus” - ling day or night’s re - pose.
will be your ev - er - last - ing light.
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Words: Patricia B. Clark, para. The Third Song of Isaiah © Gemini Press International.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music:  Wareham, melody William Knapp (1698-1768), alt.; harm. Hyms: Ancient and Modern, 1875,
after James Turle (1802-1882).




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit,
and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty
days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On
whom should God have mercy?”

"The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” *So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to
the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. “Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!” sAnd the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone,
great and small, put on sackcloth.

“"When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 62:5-12
’For God alone | wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
¢God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that | shall never be shaken.
’In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
¢Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
‘Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
"Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
1"God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,
that power belongs to God.
2Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in the present in
fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

22Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, *and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, *'and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The holy gospel according to Mark the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is
ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, “and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”

“As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
into the sea—for they were fishermen. 7And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and | will make you fish
for people.” '*And immediately they left their nets and followed him. °As he went a little farther, he
saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
“Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Patricia Harris

HYMN OF THE DAY - There’s a wideness in God'’s mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in  God’s mer - cy like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is no place where earth’s sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sure of the mind;
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there’s a kind-ness in his jus-tice, which is more than lib - er
there is no place where earth’s fail-ings have such kind - ly judg-ment given.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der-ful - ly kind.
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There is  wel-come for the sin - ner, and more gra - ces for the good;

There is plen - ti - ful re - demp-tion in the blood thathasbeen shed;
If our love were but more faith- ful, we should take him at his  word;
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there is mer - cy with the Sa - vior; there is heal - ing in his blood.
there is joy for all the mem-bers in the sor - rows of the Head.

and our life would be thanks - giv - ing for the good -ness of the Lord.

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.



For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of
creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire
all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief (especially),
that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. Have mercy, O
God.

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, that God’s steadfast love serve as a
model for all relationships, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that
they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God,

receive these qifts as you receive us:

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,

and empower us in faithful service

to tend to others with this same love,

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love

and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. (Please raise the bread)
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. (Please raise the cup)
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await his coming again

in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us

and on this bread and wine we share:

strengthen our faith,

increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.

COMMUNION

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus,

at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.

Send us forth from this banquet

nourished in body and in spirit

to proclaim your good news

and serve others in your name. Amen.



BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ‘I keep you in peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG - Sing praise to God
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1 Sing praise to God who reigns a - bove, the God of all cre -
2 What God’s al-might - y power hath made, his gra-cious mer - cy
3 Let all whonameChrists ho - ly Name give God all praise and
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our sal - va - tion; with heal - ing balm my soul he fills, and
eye ne'er sleep-eth. With - in the king - dom of his might, lo!
won - drous sto - ry!  Cast each false 1 - dol from its throne, the
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ev - ery faith - less  mur-mur stills: to God all praise and glo - ry.
All is just and all is right to God all praise and glo - ry.
Lord is God, and he a-lone: to God all praise and glo - ry.

Words: Johann Jacob Schiitz (1640-1690); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), alt.
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