
 
January 21, 2024 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you.  We have known you but have not always 
loved you.  We have wounded one another and sinned against you.  We have 
not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good 
news to all. Amen. 
 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen. 
 
 
 



ENTRANCE HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  
KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you  /  And also with you  /  Let us pray… 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us 
by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



THE WORD 
 
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, 
put on sackcloth. 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 62:5-12 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
 
  5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark the First Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – REV RICK NEU 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – DEAREST JESUS, AT YOUR WORD – LBW#248 (next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 



On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With gratitude for the gift of Christ, let us draw near to our heavenly Father in 
prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the world, and all who need his 
loving-kindness.   A brief silence 
  
Heavenly Father, be patient with us, even when we are slow to understand and 
obey you. We are often like Jonah! Forgive us when we are half-hearted or 
grumpy when someone we dislike actually repents.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You called Jonah to preach repentance to Nineveh. Your Son called his 
disciples to proclaim repentance and the coming of your Kingdom.  Give your 
Church boldness to preach of judgment, repentance, and forgiveness. Give it 
grace to rejoice when many turn to Jesus and are saved.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Many don’t want to hear the call to repent and believe the Good News. Some 
hate those who believe it. Some persecute your disciples. Have mercy on your 
people, and cause their enemies to repent.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Have mercy when, like Jonah, we want to run from the tasks you have called 
us to do! Renew our faith. Give us words that lovingly invite repentance and 
faith in you. Give us deeds to show Jesus’ compassion. Help us rejoice when 
someone surprises us with repentance or new-found faith.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray this day for our members in their middle years. Grant them the fire 
and enthusiasm of youth, and the wisdom and humility that comes with years. 
Form them into fishers of men and women, eager to make disciples for your 
Kingdom.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the leaders of all nations, especially our own. Give them integrity, 
wisdom, humility, and sound judgment. Give us grace to live in concord and 
unity with one another. And give us peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  



We lift before you the needs of the lonely and bereaved; the forgotten and 
abandoned; the abused —and their abusers. Whatsoever they need, grant in 
double measure. Especially we pray for loved ones who seek our prayers, grant 
them faith to cling to your promise of health and salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, we remember with reverence and affection our departed loved ones. 
Keep us united with them in bonds of faith and love. Turn our hearts in 
repentance and trust toward you. In your good time, bring us into the fullness 
of the Kingdom announced and promised to us by your beloved Son. With all 
the redeemed, let us praise and adore you forever. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Graciously hear, and generously answer our prayers and petitions, dear 
Father, as may be best for us and to your greater glory, thorough your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN:  LET THE VINEYARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you 
open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your 
Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
FRACTION 
 
AGNUS DEI: 

   
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come and taste the Joy of God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by 
your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION 
CANTICLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



CLOSING HYMN – LBW #380 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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