Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 17, 2021
Morning Prayer

Thanksgiving for the Word: Time after Epiphany

Holy God,

Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,
we hear your Word in the scriptures,

proclaiming to us your wisdom

and inviting us to follow your call.

For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

We thank you, O God.

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,
and revived the brokenhearted.

For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.
We worship you, O God.

By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word,

that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.

For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.

Blessed are you, holy God,
around us, with us, and in us,
now and forever.

Amen.



Many and Great, O God
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Text: Joseph R. Renville, 1779-1846; para. Philip Frazier, 1892-1964, alt.
Music: LAC QUI PARLE, Dakota tune

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!



Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

You have searched me out
and known me. (Ps. 139:1)

'LORD, you have searched me out;
O LoRb, you have known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
*You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
‘Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
*You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain to it.
*For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’'s womb.
“I will thank you because | am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and | know it well.
*My body was not hidden from you,
while | was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
“Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your
book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
""How deep | find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
“If | were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

You have searched me out
and known me.

SONG - Arise and shine
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and
benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly,
day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READINGS



First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1- 20

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy,
Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic
ministry.

'Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down
in his room; *the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the
LoRD, where the ark of God was. “Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!”
sand ran to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”
So he went and lay down. ¢The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” "Now Samuel
did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. {The LORD
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. °Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went
and lay down in his place.

"“Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” "Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, | am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. ?On that day | will fulfill
against Eli all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. *For | have told him
that | am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. "“Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the
iniquity of Eli’'s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

*Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. *But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here |
am.” "Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more
also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” '*So Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”

“As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 22And all
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian
relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit
lives within us.

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but | will
not be dominated by anything. *“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God
will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. “And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. *“Do you not know
that your bodies are members of Christ? Should | therefore take the members of Christ and make
them members of a prostitute? Never! ®Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” "But anyone united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. *Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. °“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 2°For you were
bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body.

Gospel: John 1:43-51

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from
skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” ““Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him,



“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph
from Nazareth.” “sNathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to
him, “Come and see.” “When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” ““Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?”
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” ““Nathanael replied, “Rabbi,
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” s°Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told
you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” ’And he said to him,
“Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - Will you come and follow me
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Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.



GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—

for those who govern nations of the world . . .



for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day *+ through the Word made flesh. Amen.



Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.

Song — O Jesus | have promised

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, 1 bhave prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is €V - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I seec the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to  shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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