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ADVENT II December 5, 2021 

Preparation 
Pre-service Music 
Words of Welcome 
Lighting of the Advent Candle           See back page 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Hearing the Word 

The Lessons                                                                  Insert 
First Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4  
Silence for Meditation 
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79        (Read responsively by whole verse) 
Second Lesson:  Philippians 1:3-11 
Silence for Meditation 
 
Gospel Acclamation         Please stand and speak together: 
 
Hallelujah!  Stand up and raise your heads; your 
redemption is drawing near.  Hallelujah! 
 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

  
  Sermon   Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy 

 
Response to the Word 
Hymn of the Day:  “Prepare the Royal Highway”   LBW  #26 
The Nicene Creed Insert 
Prayers of the People 
  

The congregation is seated for the prayers 
which begin with an extended period of silence 

 
Peace and Offertory 

The Peace of the Lord 
Offertory 
Offertory Hymn: “Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior” WOV#614 

(Verses 1 & 2 - Refrain / Stanza / Refrain) 
 

Offertory Prayer:  
L:  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our 
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare 
the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 
Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  Amen. 

 
The Penitential Rite 
Invitation to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
L:  God of all time, 
we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful 
reign among us.  We ignore our neighbors in need and fail 
in the labor of justice and peace.  In your mercy forgive us.  
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. 
Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 
The Meal 
The Great Thanksgiving p. 68 
Our Lord’s Prayer 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)  p. 72 
Following, please be seated for a period of prayer and meditation 
while the pastor and assistants commune. 
 
Communion 
 
The Dismissal 
   Blessing 
L: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”  LBW  #30 
 
Benediction 
L: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 



Lighting of the Advent Candle 
The Wonder of the Promise 

 
 
Reader:  During Advent we recall God's promises spoken through 
the prophets.  
C:  The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
Reader:  To the hurting, God promises unshakable hope. 
C:  The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
Reader:  To the forsaken, God promises unconditional love. 
C:  The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
Reader:  To the broken, God promises unmerited grace. 
C:  The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
Reader:   To the heavy hearted, God promises unbridled joy. 
C:  The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true.  
 
Candle Lighting: 
 
Today we light the two candles.  The first candle reminds us to 
recapture the wonder of the season.  In a world that seldom slows, 
Advent is an opportunity to still our hearts and open our eyes to 
the wonder and majesty of our Savior.  As we light the second 
candle, we call to mind God’s promise to restore, redeem and 
reconcile a broken world, spoken through the prophets and fulfilled 
through Christ. 
 

Advent and Christmas at Shepherd of the Hills: 
 
December 12 (Advent III) – This morning’s worship will be led by 
Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy. 
 
December 19 (Advent IV) – This morning’s worship with Rev. Rick 
Neu will be our traditional service of Lessons and Carols for Advent 
and will include the blessing of our Christmas tree.  After the 
service, we will decorate the Church and tree for Christmas. 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve) 5:30pm.  Led by Rev. Rick Neu, we 
join in singing our favorite carols, celebrating the birth of our 
Savior, as recorded in Luke 2, and rejoicing with Holy Communion. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of 
your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants 
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:68-70 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your servant David. 
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save 
us from our enemies, 71from the hands of all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy to our forebears, 
  and to remember your holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 free to worship you without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.        1 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of 
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right 
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 
your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people 
and places that yearn for God’s presence.    A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 
coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 
confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives 
witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. 
Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into right 
relationship with the earth that you create and call good.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to 
work on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and 
loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; 
and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments 
to justice and reconciliation.   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our 
ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to those 
who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill. Grant them healing and 
wholeness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are 
poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and 
challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a 
passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and 
those more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be 
completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus.  Amen. 
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LITURGY PIECES 
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