
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 3, 2023 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 



Preparation 
Pre-service Music 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle  
 

First Sunday – Hope for Those Who Wait 
 
Responsive Litany: 
L:  Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time. 
C:  How long, O Lord, how long? 
L:  For those waiting for answered prayer: 
C:  Grant your steadfast patience. 
L:  For those waiting in the face of uncertainty: 
C:  Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision.  
L:  For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign:  
C:  Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world. 
L:  For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come: 
C:  Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ 
as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 
 
Candle Lighting (The family reads about the theme for the day as the first candle is lighted.) 
 
This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout history, God’s 
people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of God’s 
eternal plan.  Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to illuminate the areas 
of life where we are called to wait. 
 
Congregation Response: 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 
P: The Lord be with you / C: And also with you 
 
Let us Pray….Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hearing the Word 

The Lessons 
First Lesson:  Isaiah 64: 1-9 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence for Meditation 

 
 



Psalm:    80:1-7, 17-19               (Read responsively by whole verses) 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

 
Silence for Meditation 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                                         (WOV p. 31) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th Chapter 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Mark 13: 24-37 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 
clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord                                          Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon    Rev. Rick Neu 

 
Response to the Word 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING    LBW#31 
(NEXT PAGE) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate. 
 
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
await God’s day of restoration.       A brief silence. 

Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things. Reenergize 
your faithful people to live with hope and compassion, especially those who serve as 
missionaries near and far. Center us on your promise to come among us and make all 
things new. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
 



All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the turn of the 
seasons, and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our commitment to care 
for the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation prevail in all 
corners of the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness to corrupt 
leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas facing uncertain futures.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to those who 
await healing or relief. Deliver all in any need. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts, caregivers of 
newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, or those who are 
traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm and comfort filled with your 
presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time and 
place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those who dwell in 
your eternal presence (especially Francis Xavier, whom we commemorate today). 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. Amen. 
 
Peace and Offering 
 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
Offertory 

Offertory Hymn: “Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior” WOV#614  (next page) 
(Verse 1 - Refrain / Stanza / Refrain) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Offertory Prayer:  
P:  God of Abundance, 
C:  we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives.  Teach us patience, hope and love, as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Penitential Rite 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens 
and draws near to us with salvation. Amen. 

 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Everlasting God, 
you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 
We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 
that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 
We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 
We choose comfort over courage. 
We are careless with creation’s bounty. 
Look upon us with mercy. 
Turn our hearts again to you. 
Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 
for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

 
Hear these words of assurance: 
God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. 
In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
God’s covenant is eternal, 
and God’s blessing rests upon us all. Amen. 

    
 The Meal 

   *The Great Thanksgiving      (WOV  p. 36) 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
 
 
 



PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your 
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with 
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: ADVENT 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 



Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION 
 
*Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God…”)             (WOV  p. 39) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the banquet.   Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you.                    The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are 
available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see 
together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation 
and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “The King Shall Come”   LBW  #33 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction 
P:  May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice.  
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you in pathways of 
forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, lead you in pathways 
of equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, one God, be upon you and 
remain with you forever.  C:  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Advent and Christmas at Shepherd of the Hills - - 
 
*Advent Worship/Study Wednesdays at 5:00 on December 6, 13, and 20. Please use 
the Zoom link on our website, montpelierlutheran.org.  
 
The theme is: “Preparing in Christ’s Presence.” We will be looking at 3 familiar passages 
from the prophet Isaiah.  If you have an Advent Wreath, please have it with you as we 
will light the candles each week.  
 
*December 10 (Advent II) – Will be led by Rev. Laura Cadmus. 

 

*December 17 (Advent III) – This morning’s worship with Rev. Rick Neu will be our 
traditional service of Lessons and Carols for Advent and will include the blessing of our 
Christmas tree.  After the service, we will decorate the Church and tree for Christmas. 

 

*December 24 (Advent IV) – The morning service will be led by Rev. Rick Neu. 

 

*December 24 (Christmas Eve) 5:30pm.  Led by Rev. Rick Neu, we join in singing 
our favorite carols, celebrating the birth of our Savior, as recorded in Luke 2, and 
rejoicing with Holy Communion. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmontpelierlutheran.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clamell%40norwich.edu%7Ce164c17727b942ee69e408dbef9001bd%7C34fcb7563a7c4deaab4d5324bc02ef5e%7C0%7C0%7C638367174039655889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N%2FZUYrnTpnTOrDoVdZbjLBoP%2Bl6k%2BNYJ0Uu1mcH%2BgoY%3D&reserved=0
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