
From Heaven Above: A Service for Christmas Day 2020 

Martin Luther based his carol “From heaven above” (ELW 268, LBW 51) on a refrain used for a sixteenth-century singing game. In the 
game, the song sets up a riddle to be solved. Within the nativity story, who would have proclaimed this text? 

“From heaven above to earth I come 
to bear good news to every home! 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to all the world, and gladly sing.” 

In the hymn, the stanzas in quotation marks become the words of the angels rejoicing at Jesus’ birth, while the other stanzas offer 
commentary and prayers. By sending Jesus into our world, God answers the riddle of sin and our human condition. We are set free to 
proclaim with the angels: “Glory to God in highest heaven, who unto us the Son has given.” 

 
Gathering Song 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue 
Who are these angels who come to earth, 
bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth? 
Who are these shepherds who run to see, 
and worship the babe on bended knee? 
Who is this child, so small, so slight, 
of whom the angels sang that night? 



Who is this king, a manger his throne, 
who humbles himself to make us his own? 
Who is this God who sends a Son 
into our midst, the promised one? 
  
Greeting and Prayer 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
Incarnate God, on this Christmas Day we give you thanks for sending your Son to bring light to our 
darkness. Grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may sing your praises in our hearts and 
lives. Amen. 
  
Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth? 
Lesson: Luke 2:8-14 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
Carol: From heaven above, sts. 1-3 (Last page) 
  
 
Who Are These Shepherds Who Run to See? 
Lesson: Luke 2:15-20 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
who unto us the Son has given. 
 



Carol: From heaven above, sts. 4-6 (Last page) 
 
 
Who Is This Child, So Small, So Slight? 
 
Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-4 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he 
has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
Carol: From heaven above, sts. 7-9 (Last page) 
  
Who Is This King, a Manger His Throne? 
Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 



  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
Carol: From heaven above, sts. 10-11 (Last page) 
  
Who Is This God, Who Sends a Son? 
Lesson: John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
Carol: From heaven above, sts. 12-14 (Last page) 
  
Meditation 
  
Hymn of the Day 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
Gracious God, you come from heaven above 
into the midst of our world. 
Fill our hearts 
with the joy of the angels at your birth. 
 
You come from heaven above 



to the lowliest of human conditions. 
Watch over those in need, 
the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 
 
You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 
Guide us to follow your path 
of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 
 
You come from heaven above 
to become flesh and live among us. 
May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 
  
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
  
Offering Prayer 
Gracious God, 
you came to us as one unknown, 
bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
Nourish us at your banquet table, 
that with all who welcome your birth 
we may proclaim your peace, 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
  
Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table for Christmas 
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  (Please raise the bread) 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  (Please raise the cup) 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. 
Come meet Christ in this meal. 
 
 
Distribution 
 
 
Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us from your very self 
with the body and blood of Christ. 
Through this mystery, send us forth 



to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
  
 
Blessing 
May the God who comes from heaven above 
be born in your hearts and lives this day and always. 
Amen. 
  
Sending Song 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with us. 
Thanks be to God. 
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