The Nativity of our Lord - Christmas Eve — December 24, 2023




Pre-Service Music
As the pre-service music begins, please keep a time of silence, in
preparation for worship.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle
Hope for Those Who Are Willing

The Candle Lighting Responsive Litany:

Our Savior’s birth is celebrated with bold faith.

May our hearts be willing.

Like Mary, who showed humble surrender:

May our hearts be willing.

Like Joseph, who exhibited unconditional trust:

May our hearts be willing.

Like the shepherds, who displayed awestruck wonder:
May our hearts be willing.

Like the angels, who sang glorious praise:

May our hearts be willing.

For all who are willing to receive the gift of the Savior born in Bethlehem:
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The family reads about the theme for the day as the final candle is lighted.

Congregation Response:

Christ, Be Our Light!
A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
Words and Music by
. BERNADETTE FARRELL
Congregation:
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Church gath-ered to - day.

Christmas Proclamation

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth

and then formed man and woman in his own image; long after the great flood, when
God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; twenty-one centuries from
the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses
led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; eleven hundred



years from the time of Ruth and the judges; one thousand years from the anointing of
David as king, in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by
the prophets; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven hundred and
fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; the forty-second year of the
reign of Octavian Augustus; while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, Jesus
Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his
most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in
the womb of his mother— now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
God made flesh.

Entrance Hymn: .
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2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . . . glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word  of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!




Christmas Dialog and Greeting

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray. (a briersience) Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

°The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.

3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.

4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

>For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

5For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



O Little Town of Bethlehem
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3 How si - lent-ly, how si -lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
0] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el
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Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, ?training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, 3while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. *He it is who gave himself for us that
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to  the new-born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last -ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir- gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in - car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”




Third Reading: Luke 2:1-7

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. °He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Introduction played by Mia on the piano; then first verse sung by Ruth, Mia,
Caitlin & Gemma (Congregation please join in for verses 2 and 3)

Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba -by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord

3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I  ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. 1 love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten -der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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Fourth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. 1"When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.




Children’s Message — Reverend Rick Neu

Sermon - Reverend Rick Neu

Offertory Hymn:
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What Child Is This
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King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
(A e . e o
7 1 74 a th F o
E—" | A— r D | 74 ) —o—
T T r T T y | |
n ” L
78 I — D : : |
Y 4N | N | J Y ™| N | h 3 I I
(g m— s ) ) : B e N S
77 : §e % o o

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep -ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners

si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The

lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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Christ the king,
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whom shep-herds guard and

an - gels sing;

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

joy, joy, for Christ i the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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The Gospel of the Incarnation: John 1:1-14

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was

John. “He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 1°He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 'He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. *And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

The Prayers

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all
the world.

PEACE OF THE LORD

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when
finished.)



The Great Thanksgiving
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® Tet us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving At The Table
Holy God,
Creator of all and Source of life,
at the birth of time
your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time,
you sent your Word, born of Mary,
to shine in our darkness
and to make us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his birth and life among us,
his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again
when all things will be restored in him.
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,
that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children,
shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



Fraction

Agnus Dei:
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Invitation To Communion
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.
Communion (There will be a musical carol sung by Donald Koch)

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are
available.)

Table Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen

Prayer after Communion
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As
you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine

with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom John’s gospel
speaks. The ushers light their candles from the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. The
lighted candle is never tilted but is always held upright when giving light to another.



Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schlift,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - 1y  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of  God,
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Blessing
The minister blesses the congregation.

God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send
peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.

The candles are extinguished.



Departure Hymn:

Joy to the World
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2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
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Dismissal

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God.



THANK YOU to all our musicians who enriched our service this evening!!

. The beautlfulpomsettlas are given by:

Lynn Burke
--in memory of Charles Burke
--in honor of granddaughters Gabriela, Charlotte & Elle

Ron Gustafson
--in memory of Ernest and Olive Gustafson
--in memory of William Gustafson

Ruth Schwinge
--in loving memory ofthe Bernhards

John & Joyce Sweeney
--in memory of Joe and Roberta Sweeney
--in memory of Emilie Burian
--in memory of Betty Denno

Tom Koch
--in memory of grandparents George & Henrietta Koch
--in memory of grandparents Lou and Laura Brown
--in memory of godparents Ray and Rose Koch

Emily & Steve Rappold
--in memory of Lois and Turner Smith
--in memory of Madeline and George Rappold

Dawn & Ron Sicard
--in memory of Mildred & Rolly Sicard
--in memory of Ruth & Edward Strnad
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