
Mid-week Advent Service 
December 23, 2020 

Advent 4 - Birth and Re-Birth 
  
'While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn.' 
(Luke 2:6,7) 
  
Beneath the surface of your story 
is an inescapable fact  
You entered this world  
as vulnerable as any one of us  
in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.  
Our fears, our insecurities and our sins  
all that can separate us from God 
exchanged by your Grace for Love. 
We cannot comprehend the reasoning  
only marvel that Salvation comes to us  
through a baby born in a stable,  
who reaches out to a world in need. 
  
 
The Advent O Antiphons 
 
'Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised 
at my saying, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.' 
(John 3:5-8) 
  
A moment of silence - During the silence, you may like to read and reflect on the words that have 
been read or simply enjoy the peace and calm. 
  
If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins,  
O Lord, who could stand?  
But with you there is forgiveness;  
Therefore you are feared.  
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,  
And in his word I put my hope. 
  
There is a transformation that takes place 
within the warmth of your embrace 
That certain knowledge that you are 
refuge, shelter, fortress and stronghold 
against which no army can succeed 
That you are Brother, Sister, Mother, Father 
the love that knows no bounds 
That you are God 
And I am lost outside of your arms 



Create in me a pure heart, O God 
And renew a faithful spirit within me 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
And an willing spirit to sustain me 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouths will forever declare your praise 
  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come again and with us ever dwell 
  
Scripture reading: Mark 11:1-11 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.9Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

 
  



Intercessions - A circle prayer 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle us with the light of your presence, bright within this dark word 
Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation 
Enable us to be victors over sin and despair 
Enable us to become that which you would desire 
 
(Silent prayer) 
 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle us with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle our family within the shelter of your outstretched arms 
Protect them in each moment of their daily lives 
Protect them in the decisions that they face 
Protect their homes and relationships 
 
(Silent prayer) 
 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our families with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle this nation with Advent love and hope 
Create a desire to listen to the Advent message 
Create a willingness to understand and respond 
Create a need to reach out to the Christ Child 
 
(Silent prayer) 
 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our nation with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle this world with the joy of your Salvation 
Where there is sickness and disease bring healing 
Where there is hunger and despair bring hope 
Where there is torture and oppression bring release 
 
(Silent prayer) 
 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle this world with the light of your presence 
  
I arise today 
Through the strength of heaven; 
Light of the sun, 
Splendor of fire, 
Swiftness of wind, 
Depth of sea, 



Stability of earth, 
Firmness of rock 
 
I arise today 
Through God’s strength to pilot me; 
God’s might to uphold me, 
God’s wisdom to guide me, 
God’s hand to guard me. 
Afar or anear, 
Alone or in a multitude. 
Christ shield me today 
Against wounding; 
Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ in me. 
 
I arise today 
Through the mighty strength 
Of the Lord of Creation (attr. St. Patrick) 
 
Our Father… 
 
Benediction 
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