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ADVENT IV December 19, 2021 

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 
Preparation 
   Pre-service music (A time for silence in preparation for worship.) 

 
   *Liturgy for the Lighting of the Advent Candles    Back page 
    
Lessons and Carols  
 Antiphon: Wisdom 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
  embracing all things far and nigh: 
  in strength and beauty come and stay; 
  teach us your will and guide our way. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 1st Lesson:  Isaiah 40:1-11 
 *Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort now my people”       LBW #29 
  

*Prayer of the Day 
 
Antiphon:  Adonai 

 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
  Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
  in ancient times once gave the law 
  in cloud and majesty and awe. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 2nd Lesson:  Isaiah 12:2-6 
 *Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                 LBW #25 
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The Meal 
The Great Thanksgiving p. 68 
Our Lord’s Prayer 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) Following, please be seated for ap. 72 
Period of prayer and meditation while the pastor and assistants 
commune. 
 
Communion 
 
Blessing of the Christmas Tree 
 
 Psalm 96: 9-13   (Leader/Congregation) 
  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
  let the whole earth tremble before him. 
  Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 

 He has made the world so firm that it cannot 
be moved; he will judge the peoples with 
equity.” 

  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
  let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
  Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
  before the Lord when he comes, 
  when he comes to judge the earth. 
  He will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity. 
 
*Blessing (Leader) 
 
*Hymn: “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”  Song sheet 
 
Announcements 
Dismissal 
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Antiphon:  Root of Jesse 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 
  your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
  from depths of hell your people save, 
  and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 3rd Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-5, 10 
*Carol:  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”    LBW #23 (1,3,4 &5) 
 
 Meditation  Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy 
 
 Antiphon:  Key of David 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, O Key of David, come 
  and open wide our heav’nly home; 
  make safe the way that leads on high, 
  and close the path to misery. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 4th Lesson:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 *Carol:  “Come, O Precious Ransom”        LBW #24 
 
 Antiphon:  Dayspring 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 
  our spirits by your advent here; 
  disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
  and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 5th Lesson:  Isaiah 60:1-3 
 *Carol:  “Creators of the Star of Night”          Song sheet 
 
 Antiphon:  King of Nations 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, O King of nations, come, 
  O cornerstone that binds in one; 
  refresh the hearts that long for you; 
  restore the broken, make us new. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 6th Lesson:  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Carol: “The King of Glory”               Song sheet 
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Antiphon:  Emmanuel 
 Hymn Stanza: 
  O come, O come, Emmanuel 
  and ransom captive Israel, 
  that mourns in lonely exile here 
  until the Son of God appear. 
  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 *Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:1-8 
 *Carol:  “Prepare the Royal Highway”     LBW #26 
 

*Responsive Prayer (Leader/Congregation) 
 O Lord, our God, be gracious to us; 
 we wait for you. 
 Dispel the darkness, 
 that all nations may come to your light. 
 Establish your peace on the earth; 
 join our voices to sing your praise. 
 Comfort the sick and weary; 
 renew their strength and power. 
  Here other petitions may be offered by worshipers. 
 O Lord, our God, come to us, 
 that the earth may behold your glory.  Amen. 
 
Peace and Offertory 
   The Peace of the Lord 
Offertory 
Offertory Hymn: “Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior”WOV#614 
(Verses 1, 2, 3 & 4- Refrain / Stanza / Refrain) 
 
Offertory Prayer - L:  God of Abundance, we bring before you 
the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very 
lives.  Teach us patience, hope and love, as we care for all 
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Penitential Rite 
Invitation to Confession and Prayer of Confession:  God of all 
time, we confess that we have not prepared for your 
merciful reign among us.  We ignore our neighbors in need 
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.  In your mercy 
forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to 
seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in 
glory. Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Candle 
The Wonder of Hope 

 
Response Litany: 
 

P:  During Advent we ignite the wonder of expectation. 
C:  Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory. 
P:  During Advent we look for the light that shines in the 
darkness. 
C:  Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory. 
P:  During Advent we embrace the hope that enlivens the soul. 
C:  Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory. 
P:  During Advent we welcome the Savior who beckons the world. 
C:  Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory. 
P:  During Advent we rejoice in the One who has reclaimed the 
lost. 
C:  Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory. 
  
Candle Lighting: 
 
Today we light the four candles.  The first candle calls us to 
behold the glory of the season with renewed wonder.  Advent is a 
time to be awed by God’s redeeming love for the lost and broken.  
The second candle calls us to reclaim the promises of God 
spoken in ages past. As the light fills this room, so the Word of 
God fills our world with hope for the hurting, peace for the 
restless, and joy for the heavy hearted.  The third candle is an 
invitation to wait patiently upon the Lord.  In a world where we 
often lack for patience, Advent reminds us to rest in God’s timing 
and trust God’s plan. The fourth candle challenges us to grow in 
faithful expectation.  As people whose faith often becomes tamed 
to the miraculous, Advent is a time to remember afresh a God in 
whom all things are possible. 

* * * 
 
 
Please join us for Christmas Eve service at 5:30pm.  Led by 
Rev. Rick Neu, we join in singing our favorite carols, 
celebrating the birth of our Savior, as recorded in Luke 2, 
and rejoicing with Holy Communion.   
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