The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020
Morning Prayer

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

You are my helper and my deliverer;
O LoRbD, do not tarry. (Psaim 70)

'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRrD, make haste to help me.
’Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
’Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
‘Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;



let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
sBut as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

You are my helper and my deliverer;
O LoRbD, do not tarry.

SONG -

When Morning Gilds the Skies
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I  When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav'n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than *“Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the
light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



READINGS
First Reading: Amos 5:18-24

#Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
9as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20ls not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

1] hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
»Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
»“But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

*We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. "“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. *For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. “For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. "Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. '*Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
°As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. ¢The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ '’And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. "'Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 2But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not
know you.” *Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY -

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - 'ty eye shall now be - hold him
3 Those dear to - kens of his pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore thee,
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once for fa - vored sin - ners slain;
robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
still his daz - zling bod - 'y bears,
high on thine € - ter - nal throne;
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thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
those who set at nought and sold him,
cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - ry,
N4 ; ;
\VA.] | | P |
V af y y | | P = P P P |
(c— f 2 7] e i e g 7]
ANRY | J e | | | | |
Qo o T T T
swell the tri - umph of his train:
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
to his ran - somed wor -  ship - ers.
claim the king - dom as thine own.
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Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia,
deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing,
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture,
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia,
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al - le - lu - ia!  Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
deep - ly  wail - ing, shall their true Mes - si - ah see.
with what rap - ture gaze we on those glo-rious scars!
al - le - lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799



Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,

born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.



Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.



Song - Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates; be - hold the
2 0 blest the land, the a - ty blest, where Christ the
3 FHling wide the por - tals of  your heart; make it a
#4  Re - deem - er, come! I o - pen wide my heart to
5 So come, my Sov - ereign; en - ter in! Let new and
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1 King of glo - ry waits! The King of kings is
2 ru - ler is con - fessed! O hap - py hearts and
3 tem - ple, set a - part from earth - ly use for
4 thee: here, Lord, a -  Dbide! Let me thy in - ner
5 mno -  Dbler life be - gin; thy Ho - Iy Spi - it
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1 draw - ing near; the Sa - vior of the world is here.
2  hap - py homes to whom this King of tri - umph comes!
3 heaven’s em - ploy, a - dorned with prayer and love and joy.
1 pres - ence feel: thy grace and love in me re - veal
5 guide us on, un - til the glo - rious crown be won.
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