
 

 

 
November 5, 2023 

All Saints Sunday 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 
calls us beloved.  Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 



ENTRANCE HYMN – Gather Us In (WOV718) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING  
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.            And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us Pray…. O God, generous and supreme, your loving Son lived among us, 
instructing us in the ways of humility and justice. Continue to ease our burdens, and 
lead us to serve alongside of him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE WORD 

First Reading: Micah 3:5-12 
 5Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets 
  who lead my people astray, 
 who cry “Peace” 
  when they have something to eat, 
 but declare war against those 
  who put nothing into their mouths. 
 6Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, 
  and darkness to you, without revelation. 
 The sun shall go down upon the prophets, 
  and the day shall be black over them; 
 7the seers shall be disgraced, 
  and the diviners put to shame; 
 they shall all cover their lips, 
  for there is no answer from God. 
 8But as for me, I am filled with power, 
  with the spirit of the LORD, 
  and with justice and might, 
 to declare to Jacob his transgression 
  and to Israel his sin. 
 
 9Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob 
  and chiefs of the house of Israel, 
 who abhor justice 
  and pervert all equity, 
 10who build Zion with blood 
  and Jerusalem with wrong! 
 11Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, 
  its priests teach for a price, 
  its prophets give oracles for money; 
 yet they lean upon the LORD and say, 
  “Surely the LORD is with us! 
  No harm shall come upon us.” 
 12Therefore because of you 
  Zion shall be plowed as a field; 
 Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, 
  and the mountain of the house a wooded height. 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm: Psalm 43 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
 1Give judgment for me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people; 
  deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked. 
 2For you are the God of my strength; why have you rejected me, 
  and why do I wander in such gloom while the enemy oppresses me? 
 3Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
  and bring me to your holy hill and to your sanctuary; 
 4that I may go to the altar of God, to the God of my joy and gladness; 
  and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God. 
 5Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquieted within 
      me?   
     Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is my help 
        and my God. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
9You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so 
that we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of 
God. 10You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct 
was toward you believers. 11As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father 
with his children, 12urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy 
of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
 13We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of 
God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really 
is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. 
 
The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL 
ACCLAMATION (2x) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 23rd Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 
1Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they 
do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, 
and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a 
finger to move them. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their 
phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6They love to have the place of honor at 
banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7and to be greeted with respect in the 
marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, 
for you have one teacher, and you are all students. 9And call no one your father on 
earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called 
instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be 
your servant. 12All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.                                        
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN BEFORE THE SERMON – FOR ALL THE SAINTS (VERSES 1-4)  
(Next page) 
 
SERMON – REV. RICK NEU 
 
 
HYMN AFTER THE SERMON – FOR ALL THE SAINTS (VERSES 5-8) 
(Next page) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 
 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need.                      A brief silence. 

Holy God, encourage and uphold your church around the world. We thank you for your 
Word, which we receive as holy. Lead bishops, pastors, deacons, and all members of 
your church in lives worthy of you. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, revive your creation where it is neglected, misused, or abused. Bolster 
advocates in eco-justice organizations. Nurture endeavors that aid communities affected 
by hazardous waste, poor air, and polluted waters.  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, accompany our nation as it prepares for elections. Protect voters, voting 
officials, poll workers, and journalists. Guide leaders around the world, that fair and wise 
decisions show care for all, especially those society has forgotten or mistreated.  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
Nurturing One, bring relief to those carrying heavy burdens. We pray for those in 
difficult home situations, for foster children, and for all who are in jails or prison. 
Strengthen those burdened by chronic pain, grief, or other illness.  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
 



Welcoming God, accompany those in new and unfamiliar places who need an invitation 
to community. We pray especially for any who have recently moved to start their first 
year of college, a new job, or a missionary position in another land.  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Eternal God, you unite all the faithful in at your heavenly feast. We remember your 
saints gathered in your eternal presence, especially all who have died in the past year. 
(Here the names of those who have died in the previous year may be read.)  
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
OFFERTORY & HYMN – AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us Pray…God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your 
table, and shared your abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather 
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast 
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Servant.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN 
 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
FRACTION                        
 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the banquet. 
Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you.                    The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are 
available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.  Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 
generous hearts as we meet you on the way.  Amen. 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN 
WOV776 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.                                Thanks be to God. 
 
All Saints Day 
The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back 
at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living 
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the following Sunday, many 
congregations will remember the faithful who have died during the past year. 
 
Today is a day to remember. By remembering the saints we “re-member” them, and we 
continue to make them members of our family, the body of Christ. The prayer of the day 
speaks of us being “knit together” in one communion. 
 
We remember…… 

• Benedict XVI, Bishop of Rome 
• Joseph V. Calcagni 
• Maurice L. “Moe” Fortier 
• Brian Marineau 
• James Mulligan 
• Rev. Dr. James Nestigen 
• Rev. Dr. Wayne R. Whitelock 
• Stephen Amell, Sr. 
• Donna Partlow 
• Barbara Hastings 
• Jane Bryant 
• Norma Ryan 
• Carolyn Fernandez 
• David Glendinning   
• Gwen Williams  
• Ken Hulquist 
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