
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 27, 2022  

First Sunday in Advent 
 

 



PREPARATION 
Pre-service music 
Words of welcome 
Lighting of the advent candle (see last page) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you                    C:  And also with you 
 
Let Us Pray… Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
HEARING THE WORD 

First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 
(Short period of silence for meditation) 

 

 



Psalm 122 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.” 

  
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is 
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 
(Short period of silence for meditation) 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Please stand and speak together: 
 
Hallelujah!   
Stand up and raise your heads; your redemption in drawing near. 
Hallelujah! 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 24th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 



night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an unexpected hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – REV. LAURA CADMUS 
 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY - WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (begins with an extended period of silence) 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 
for new hope.                                                                        A brief silence. 
 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 
urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of 
all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, 
and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 
peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who 
are sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 
in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 
who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 
with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
PEACE AND OFFERTORY 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY & OFFERTORY HYMN 
Praise to you, O Christ our savior (verse 1 – refrain / stanza / refrain) 



    
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
L:  God of Abundance  C:  we bring before you the precious fruits of your 
creation, and with them our very lives.  Teach us patience, hope and love, as 
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen 
 
THE PENITENTIAL RITE 
Invitation to Confession: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
L:  God of all time, 
C:  we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  
We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace.  In 
your mercy forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory.  Amen. 
 
Absolution: 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
THE MEAL 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God; you comforted 



your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 
things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 



and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
FRACTION 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Be strong, do not fear!   Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you.                    The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 



TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us Pray….Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us 
toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN – THE KING SHALL COME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Advent and Christmas at Shepherd of the Hills: 
 
November 27 (Advent I) – Today’s service was led by Rev. Laura Cadmus 
 
December 4 (Advent II) – The morning service will be led by Rev. Derrick Fallon 
 
December 11 (Advent III) – The morning service will be led by Rev. David Vanderlinde-
Abernathy After the service, we will decorate the Church and tree for Christmas. 
 
December 18 (Advent IV) – This morning’s worship with Rev. Laura Cadmus will be our 
traditional service of Lessons and Carols for Advent and will include the blessing of our 
Christmas tree.   
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve) – 5:30pm – Led by Rev. Rick Neu, we join in singing our 
favorite carols, celebrating the birth of our Savior, as recorded in Luke 2, and rejoicing 
with Holy Communion. 
 
December 25 (Christmas Day) – 9:30 am – The morning service will be led by Rev. Neu 



God of Hope, we know that you miss nothing. As we enter into 
this new year, remind us that you are always with us, on the 
clear road and in the wilderness. Guide our hearts to a place 
of grace and thankfulness, even and especially when the path 
feels overgrown and overwhelming. God of the wilderness:

EMBOLDEN US TO SHINE YOUR HOPE  
INTO ALL THE WORLD.

God of Hope, as we light this first candle, keep us alert to the 
needs of our neighbors around the corner and around the 
world. May our hearts be open to the many ways you invite us 
to share your love and your joy. God of the wilderness:

EMBOLDEN US TO SHINE YOUR HOPE  
INTO ALL THE WORLD.

God of Hope, today we remember our siblings in Ukraine, who 
long for peace and pray for safety. We add our own prayers 
for all who seek and offer shelter, for an end to violence and 
disruption, and for your peace and protection for Kristina, her 
family, and her neighbors amid all the challenges they face this 
and every day. God of the wilderness:

EMBOLDEN US TO SHINE YOUR HOPE  
INTO ALL THE WORLD.

God of Hope, keep us alert to your invitation to be part of your 
healing work in the world. Open our hearts to the moments 
when we can extend your love through our hands and hearts. 
God of the wilderness:

EMBOLDEN US TO SHINE YOUR HOPE  
INTO ALL THE WORLD.

God of hope, giver of all things, we have so much to be thankful 
for. Thank you for being amid the challenges of this past year. 
Guide us to focus on your Word as we look forward to the hope 
that Jesus brings. Help us to give thanks in all circumstances. 
We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the One we long for in 
this season of hope. 

AMEN.  

ADVENT WEEK 1  |  CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022

EASTERN EUROPE  |  UKRAINE

LWR.ORG

SUPPORTING UKRAINIAN 
REFUGEES IN THEIR 
UNEXPECTED JOURNEYS
BY MELANIE GIBBONS

MATTHEW 24:36-44 | KEEP WATCH AND PREPARE 
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