The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020
Morning Prayer

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:1-12)

'Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.

’Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.

*You turn us back to the dust and say,
“Turn back, O children of earth.”

‘For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past



and like a watch in the night;
syou sweep them away like a dream,
they fade away suddenly like the grass:
¢in the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
‘For we are consumed by your anger;
we are afraid because of your wrath.
¢Our iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
‘When you are angry, all our days are gone;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
“The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone.
"Who regards the power of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your indignation?
2So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

SONG - O Christ, the Word Incarnate
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1 O Christ, the Word In - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The Church from our dear Mas - ter re - ceived the word di - vine,
3 O make thy Church, dear Sa - vior, a lamp  of pur - est  gold,
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praise thee for ra - diance that from the scrip-ture’s page,
It is  the chart and com - pass that o'er life’s surg - ing sea,
O teach thy wan-dering pil-grims by  this their path to trace,

a lan - tern to our foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and quick - sands, still guides, O Christ, to  thee.
dll, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see thee face to face.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we
have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS
First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

'Be silent before the Lord Gob!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.

2At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and | will punish the people

who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,

“The LorD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”

*Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.

Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.

“The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;



the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
“That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
‘sa day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

7] will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
‘eNeither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

'Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. *\When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them,
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! “‘But you, beloved, are not
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; *for you are all children of light and children of the
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. ¢So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober; "for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
¢But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, "'who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live
with him. ""Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; *to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. “The one who had received the five talents went off at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. '7In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. ®But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole
in the ground and hid his master’'s money. '“After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. °Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more
talents.’” 2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see,



| have made two more talents.’ 2*His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, |
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; *°so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.” #But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did
not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? ’Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with interest. 2So take the talent
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 2°For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. °As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

SERMON The Rev. David Vanderlinde-Abernathy

HYMN OF THE DAY - | want to walk as a child of the light
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1 1 want to walk as a child of the light.
2 1 want to see_ the bright - ness of God.
3 I'm look - ing for___ the com - ing of Christ.
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Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,

but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.



GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—
for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—

for those who govern nations of the world . . .



for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.



Song — O God, our help in ages past
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 un - der the sha-dow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der swod, or earth re - ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in thy sight are like an eve - ning gone;
5 Time, like an ev - er - roll-ing stream, bears all our years a - way
g i e e d )
H: | { » - -
i lF 1 ! —1 1 f i — i |P r 1

1 our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
2 suf - fi- cient 1is thine arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
3 from ev - er - last - ing thou art God, to end-less years the same.
4 short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
5 they fly, for - got - ten, as a dreamdies at the o - pening day.
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6 O God, our help in ages past, be thou our guide while life shall last,

our hope for years to come, and our eternal home.
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