October 8, 2023

19th Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is
beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you
are already and always forgiven. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN - LBW482

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, adapt. Edward Miller, 17311807

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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ELW 602 (LBW 96)

Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved

Vieme to, Pane BoZe nas

CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS
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1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 0O God, Holy Spir - it, have mer-cy up - on us.
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: Tranescius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899
Tr. @ 1970 Concordia Publishing House
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HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW 556

Morning Has Broken
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us Pray.... Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
1Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
61 will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
’For the vineyard of the LorRD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15 (Read responsively by whole verse)
’Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
°You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
10The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11you stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
12Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
14Turn now, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven;
15hehold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] PIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have
more: >circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

’Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ °and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°T want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, 1if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, %I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2x)

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
[Jesus said to the people:] 33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 3°But the tenants seized
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 3/Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ 3°So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “°Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be



broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON - REV. RICK NEU

HYMN OF THE DAY - WOV801

Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
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APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for
the world, the Church, and one another. A brief silence is kept.

Father, thank you for grafting us into your pleasant planting, your people
Israel. Thank you for uniting us with your true Vine, your dear Son Jesus.
Make us abound with fruit of the Holy Spirit, to your glory and for the
nourishment of a world starved for your love.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Uproot from your Church all malice, strife, false teaching, and
unrighteousness. Defend it from those who would destroy it from within, or
ravage it from without. Make Jesus, the strong Son of Man who sits at your
right hand, its life and salvation. By Word and Sacrament, draw all people to
the foot of the Cross; there to glorify your most holy Name.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give persecuted Christians the righteousness that depends on faith, so they
know Jesus and the power of his resurrection. Let them share his sufferings,
and through him, attain the resurrection from the dead. Turn the hearts of
their enemies toward you in repentance and humble faith.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Thank you for making this congregation your own, through Jesus Christ. Help

us to count everything else as rubbish compared with the surpassing worth of
knowing him as our Lord and Savior. Make us Jesus’ disciples, sharing his love
and encouraging others to join us as we follow in the way of the Cross.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those who toil at “dirty jobs” that are unpleasant, dangerous,
and poorly paid. Help us to honor their labor and ease their burden. Give them
a glimpse of the surpassing loveliness of Christ. By your Spirit, shape their
faithful work into “something beautiful for Jesus.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Raise up for yourself pastors, evangelists, missionaries, theologians, and other
servants of your Word. Prosper the work of seminaries and church schools. The
world hungers for the fruit of your living Vine, dear Lord; equip your servants
to nurture and share it with starving souls.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Restore the lives of all who cry out to you in their distress of body, mind, and
spirit. Shine the light of your countenance upon them, that they may be saved.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With gratitude and affection, we entrust our faithful departed into your care.
Comfort those who mourn. Teach us to help one another through the sorrows
and dangers of this life. Unite us with your dear Son, so that with all whom
you have redeemed by his Cross and Resurrection, we may be welcomed into
your pleasant planting, your beloved vineyard, there to rejoice in your
presence forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For Jesus’ sake, grant the fulfillment of all we ask that conforms to your holy
will. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when
finished.)



OFFERTORY & HYMN - AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705)

As the Grains of Wheat
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us Pray...God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to

the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

0v 0V

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION



LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195):

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are
available.)

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X):

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN - WOV796

My Lord of Light
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Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938

Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925

Text © 1980 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BLESSING
The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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