The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2020
Morning Prayer

DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

PSALMODY
The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs
of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!

The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings.
Oh, come, let us worship and praise.

Look down from heaven, O God;
behold and tend this vine.

'Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
¢You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
°You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
'“The mountains were covered by its shadow



and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
’Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
*The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
*behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

Look down from heaven, O God;
behold and tend this vine.

SONG - A song of creation
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1. Let all cre - a- tion bless the Lord, till heav'n with praise is

ring - ing.
2. All  liv-ing things up - on the earth, green fer - tile hills and moun-tains,
3.0 men and wo-men ev - ery-where, lift up a hymn of glo - ry;
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Sun, moon,and stars, peal out a chord,stir up the an - gels’ sing-ing.
sing to the God who gave you birth; be joy- ful, springs and foun-tains.
let all who know God’s stead - fast care tell our sal - va- tion’s sto - ry.
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Sing, wind and rain! Sing, snow and sleet! Make mu - sic, day, night, cold and heat: ex -
Lithe wa - ter life, bright air-borne birds, wild rov - ing beast, tame flocks and herds: ex -
No tongue be si- lent; sing your part, you hum-ble souls and meek of heart: ex -
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alt the God who  made you.
alt the God who  made you.
alt the God who  made you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

'Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

’He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of i,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

*And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“‘What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

*And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured,;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
¢l will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;



| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed,;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: scircumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; fas to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. *More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain
Christ “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. '°| want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death,
if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

?Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it
my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
“| press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
[Jesus said to the people:] *“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went to another country. #*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. **Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same
way. “’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’” **So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

“2Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it
will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking



about them. “They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.

SERMON The Rev. Patricia Harris

HYMN OF THE DAY - God the sculptor of the mountains
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1. God the sculp-tor of the moun-tains,God the mil-ler of the sand,
2. God the nui-sance to the Pha - racoh,God the cleav-er of the sea,
3. God the un - ex-pect-ed in - fant, God the calm, de-ter-mined youth,
4. God the dress-er of the vine - yard,Godthe plant-er of the wheat,
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God the jewel-er of the heav-ens, God the pot - ter of the land:
God the  pil-lar of the dark-ness, God the bea - con of the free:
God the ta - ble turn - ing pro - phet, God the res - ur-rect-ed  Truth:
God the reap-er of the har- vest, God the source of all we eat:
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you are womb of all cre - a - tion, we are form - less; shape us now.
you are gate of all de - 1iv’ - rance, we are sight- less; lead us now.
you are pres-ent ev-ery mo - ment, we are search-ing; meet us now.
you are host at ev-ery ta - ble, we are hun - gry; feed us now.
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Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

GOSPEL CANTICLE

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear,

holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

to give his people knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God,

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .

for the gifts of relationship with others . . .

for the communion of faith in your church . . .



Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—
for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
us through the night from all harm and danger. We ask that you would also protect us today from sin
and all evil, so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may
have no power over us. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. Amen.

Song - O love, how deep, how broad, how high
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1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, how pass - ing
2 For us bap - tized, for us he bore his ho - ly
3 For us he prayed; for us he taught; for us  his
4 For us to wick - ed  hands be - trayed, scourged, mocked, in
5 For us he rose from death a - gain; for us he
6 All glo - 1y to our Lord and God for love so
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1 thought and fan - ta - SY, that God, the Son of
2  fast and hun - gered sore; for us temp - ta - tions
3 dai - Iy works he wrought: by words and signs and
4 pur - ple robe ar - rayed, he bore the shame - ful
5 went on high o reign; for us he sent his
6 deep, SO high, 50 broad; the Trin - i - ty whom
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1 God, should take our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake.
2 sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er ov - er - threw.

8 ac - dons, thus sdall seek - ing not him - self, but us.

4 cross and  death; for us gave up his dy - ing  breath.
5 Spi - rit here to guide, to strength - en, and to cheer.
6 we a - dore for ev - er and for ev - er - more.

Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt. Music: Deus tourum militum, from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.;
harm. after Basil Harwood (1859-1949)
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