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COMMENTARY AND INTRODUCTION TO THIS MORNING’S LITURGY 



 
So effective and so complete have Martin Luther’s revisions to the liturgy been that it might be difficult, 
without a word of explanation, to observe the modifications to the medieval Roman Catholic mass 
represented by the Order of Worship which we use today.  The Formula Missae of 1523 was designed by 
Luther to be a conservative, even minimalist, revision to the Latin mass, making only those changes 
which Luther thought were essential, and notably, retaining Latin as the language of the liturgy.  
(Nevertheless, this morning we use English!)  Luther’s work, including reforms that followed the Formula 
Missae, has become normative, not only for he Lutheran church but for most of Christendom. 
 
In the first place, Luther elevated the sermon—the preaching of the gospel—to a central place in Christian 
worship.  He proposed that Christians should not assemble for worship unless a sermon was preached.  
He severely criticized the “prattling and rattling” that had replaced good preaching.  Little wonder that 
Luther’s precepts that the Word must always be preached, that the proclamation of the gospel is central 
to Christian worship, and that the quality of preaching must be high, have become central to Lutheran 
doctrine and practice!  Note might also be made of Luther’s experimental placement of the sermon in this 
service at the beginning, as a “voice crying in the wilderness,” calling out in evangelical fervor to those 
outside the Body of Christ. 
 
Next, Luther purged the mass of all vestiges of sacrifice.  The medieval Canon of the Mass was stripped 
entirely.  This section of the mass had grown over a period of time to be an invocation of many saints and 
a proclamation of the doctrine of salvation by works.  Luther saw no way to reform it except to get rid of it 
in its entirety.  Likewise, the offertory was scrapped, with its allusions to sacrifices made by humans to 
please God, rather than God’s gracious gift to humanity. 
 
This done, Luther turned to the occasions on which the mass should be celebrated.  He urged celebration 
of the mass each Lord’s Day and on major festivals, but suggested that saints’ days and minor festivals 
could be omitted.  Most importantly, however, he saw the mass as a holy communion involving all the 
members of Christ’s spiritual body.  For that reason, private masses were abolished, and he prescribed 
that the mass was not to be celebrated unless the congregation was present. 
 
Finally, Luther urged a great degree of liberty in the conduct of worship.  He cautioned that most elements 
of the liturgy were optional and ought not to be made absolute.  The words of institution, however, he 
viewed as essential—indeed, containing the heart of the gospel itself—and stated that they must be kept 
“uncorrupted.”  And Luther concluded with a call to German poets to put their talents to use to create 
spiritual songs so that the word of God might be proclaimed in the vernacular as a part of common 
worship.  This morning we use a number of the songs written in response to that call, including some 
written by Dr. Luther himself. 
 
What can be said of the Formula Missae?  It was intended to be a conservative revision.   
As such, it did not last very long.  It was overtaken by events, and more radical changes soon became 
prevalent, including the custom of worshiping in the vernacular rather than in the traditional Latin.  
Nevertheless, the main reforms that Luther sought to effect—the preaching of the Word, the elimination of 
the concept of sacrifice, restoration of the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith, and worship as the 
work of the whole people of God—have become the underpinnings of worship for all of Christendom.  
This is our heritage as Lutheran Christian; let us celebrate it this morning with great joy! 
 
NOTE THAT THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE are not included in this morning’s service.  That is because they 
were not part of the medieval mass, and Luther did not include the prayers as part of his early reforms.  Nevertheless, 
we remember in prayer: those who are ill, those who hunger, those who are in danger or have suffered from natural 
disasters, our service men and women, those who mourn, those who work for peace throughout this troubled world, 
and others, as the Spirit moves us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 



*   Hymn of Invocation:  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  LBW #230 

 
 
*   The Invocation: P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son + and  
           of the Holy Spirit.  C:  Amen! 
 
    The Sermon             Rev. Rick Neu 
 
*   Hymn of the Day:  "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  LBW #229 



 



*   Introit: Psalm 46 (Read antiphonally, by whole verses, right side first.) 
 
     1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
*   The Kyrie (next page)  LBW #168 



 
 
 
 
 
 
*   Gloria in Excelsis:  “All Glory Be to God on High”  LBW #166 



 
 
*   The Collect (Prayer of the Day)  
P:  The Lord be with you   C:  And also with you 
 
P: Let us Pray….Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading -- Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all 



know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 

 
Gradual:  “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”                       LBW #163 (1st Verse) 

    
     

Epistle Lesson -- Romans 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no 
human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. 
He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 



and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 
law. 
 
*   Gradual                                                        LBW #163 (2nd Verse-see above) 
 
*   The Holy Gospel -- John 8:31-36 
 
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They 
answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?"  34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, 
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. 

*   Gradual           LBW #163 (3rd Verse – see above) 
 
*   The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 



    Offertory Hymn:  “Now We Join in Celebration”                       LBW #203 
The gifts are collected and presented while the hymn is sung. 

 
*   The Preface 
   
It is truly right, proper, just, and salutary for us to give thanks to You always and everywhere, 
Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Eternal God, through Christ our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds 
of death and, on this day, as he had promised, poured out your Spirit of live and power upon the 
chosen disciples.  At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy.   
 
*   The Words of Institution 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*   The Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit   

Luther writes: “When the Benedictus is sung, let the bread and chalice be elevated…” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*   The Lord’s 
Prayer 

Our Father, who 
art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy 
name, 
thy kingdom 
come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
*   Pax Domini 
  P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always! 
  C: And also with you! 
 
This morning we do not greet our neighbors with a sign of Peace, but proceed directly to the meal. 

 
*   Agnus Dei         LBW #103 



    The Communion 

 
*   Prayer:  God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
*   The Benedicamus 
  P: Let us bless the Lord. 
  C: Thanks be to God! 
 
*   Recessional Hymn:  “O Lord We Bless You” (next page)    LBW #215 



 
 
*   The Benediction:   God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, 
hope, and love.  Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 


	Dismissal

