
 
 

 
October 22, 2023 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
makes our joy complete.  Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are 
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what 
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and 
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your 
creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s compassion is 
beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.  In ☩ Christ, you 
are already and always forgiven.  Amen. 
 
 



ENTRANCE HYMN –WOV719 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GREETING  
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.            And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE ELW 602 (LBW 96) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE – ELW 556 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us Pray…. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE WORD 

First Reading: Exodus 33:12-23 
 12Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you 
have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by 
name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13Now if I have found favor in your 
sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider 
too that this nation is your people.” 14He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up 
from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 
people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from 
every people on the face of the earth.” 
 17The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have 
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Show me your glory, I 
pray.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 
before you the name, ‘The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; 
for no one shall see me and live.” 21And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a 
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will 
take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
 
The word of the Lord.                           Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 99 (Read responsively by whole verse) 
 1The LORD is king; let the people tremble. 
  The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
 2The LORD, great in Zion, 
  is high above all peoples. 
 3Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 
 5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s footstool; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 6Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call 
      upon your name, O LORD, they called upon you, and you answered them, 
 7you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
  they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 
 8O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; 
  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
 9Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill; 
  for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 



 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace. 
 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
The word of the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2x) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22nd Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore 
to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.                                       Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – REV. DAVID VANDERLINDE-ABERNATHY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY – LBW562 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for 
the world, the Church, and one another.      A brief silence is kept. 
  
Thank you, dear Lord, for creating us in the image and likeness of your 
beloved Son. Thank you for making us his image-bearers to a world seduced 
by idols, pretenders, and fakes. Give us a double portion of your Spirit, so we 
constantly honor and serve Jesus, and show him to everyone we meet. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Imprint Jesus’ blessed image upon the Church. Conform its worship, teaching, 
fellowship, and outreach to his likeness. By faithful preaching of your Word, 
and through right administration your Sacraments, use your Church to lead 
many people from vain idols to life-giving trust in you, the true and only God. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Sometimes we who bear Christ’s name display such a blurred and distorted 
image of him that others are scandalized and dismayed. Forgive and sanctify 
us. Make Jesus’ love and mercy shine clear and bright in our lives, to his glory 
and for the sake of those he came to save.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
 We plead on behalf of all who are afflicted by pain, turmoil, or any other 
assault of the Evil One. Come to their aid. Restore them to wholeness of body, 
mind, and spirit.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



Holy Father, we entrust into your never-failing care our beloved dead. 
Continue in us the work, begun at our Baptism, which fashions us into the 
blessed likeness of your dear Son. By your Holy Spirit, give us faith to 
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole lives to Christ our Lord. Bring 
us into your Kingdom where we shall see him face to face. There let us see his 
image, perfectly restored, in the faces of everyone whom you have redeemed 
by his blood.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
For Jesus’ sake, grant the fulfillment of all we ask that conforms to your holy 
will. Amen. 
 
CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 
PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.                      And also with you. 
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when 
finished.) 
 
OFFERTORY & HYMN – AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us Pray…God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to 
the table, that all might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS WOV 616A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN 
 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
FRACTION                        
 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table.       Come, eat and live. 
 
COMMUNION 
The Body of Christ given for you.                    The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are 
available.) 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy 
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN – LBW526 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.                                Thanks be to God. 
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