October 15, 2023

20th Sunday after Pentecost

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is
beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you
are already and always forgiven. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN -

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Alternate seiting: 866a

Text: Henry Smith, b. 1952 GIVE THANKS

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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ELW 602 (LBW 96)

CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS
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Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved
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Otée nebesky, Svoritel’u sveta, Bo Ze, zmi - luj  sa nad na - mi.
1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it, have mer-cy up - on us.
Jol 2 3 J —
i i . :
d T | 1 [ |
[ ! ‘ [— —
N u All
) A JT— fr— I
4N hrd | |

ESE e

=——r

s

Vie - me to, Pa - ne Bo Ze nds, Ze sa na
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we know, by ev - ry
Your arms ex - tend, O Christ, to  save from sting of
0 lav - ish Giv - er, come to aid  the chil - dren
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sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace is  won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at  such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to  stay.
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Text: Jif1 Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919

Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899
Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House
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HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW 556

Morning Has Broken
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1 Morm-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;  black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - Iit from heav - en, like the first
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet- ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praise with ¢ - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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morn - ing!  Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com-plete - ness where God’s feet pass.
morn - ing, God’s re -cre -a - tion of the new day!

o 1 d g
O—2 ' — e — e
e2Sss==— =

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us Pray.... Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured
out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
10 LorD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

60n this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LorD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 23 (Read responsively by whole verse)

IThe LorD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

°The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LorD forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
IMy brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.

2T urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in
the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose
names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ®Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. “And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. °Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will
be with you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2x)

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22nd Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
10nce more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2"The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. #Again
he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ >°But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, ®while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.’ 1°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1Byt when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’ *For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON - REV. RICK NEU

HYMN OF THE DAY - LBW203

Now We Join in Celebration
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1 Now we join in cel - e -bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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For  this bread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess -ing
rec - on-ciled through you, our broth-er, one  in you with God our Fa - ther.
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Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for
the world, the Church, and one another. A brief silence is kept.

Father, you promise to throw a splendid wedding feast for all whom you
redeem through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Sometimes we act like
it’s no big deal. Sometimes we look forward to the entertainment, so to speak,
more than being joined to our heavenly Bridegroom. Thank you for your
patience and kindness. Open our eyes and hearts to the joy you have set
before us. Keep us always centered in Jesus, our Savior and our true love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You have made the Church the bride of your beloved Son. Make it radiant with
faithfulness and lovely with holiness. Adorn its words and deeds with grace so
that many people hear your invitation and gladly come to the banquet of
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prepare a table for your persecuted people in the presence of their enemies.
Feed them with patience, perseverance, and trust in you. Anoint them with the
oil of mercy, and heal their hearts, minds, and bodies. By their faithful
witness, soften the hearts of those who trouble them.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Save our world and its people from natural disasters and from human malice.
Take away the reproach of our sins. Remove the death-shroud of the evils that
beset us. Give us leaders who are wise, honorable, just, and excellent; and
give to each of us the blessing of your peace.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember before you all who walk through the valley death’s dark
shadows, and all who are troubled by sorrow, anxiety, or despair. Teach them
the truth of Paul’s words, “I can do all things through him who strengthens
me.” Revive their souls, restore their bodies, and refresh the hearts of all who
care for them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for the lives all who have entered your
banquet-hall of eternal life. Keep us steadfast in faith until we also arrive
there! Make our lives good, true, lovely, pure, honorable, and praiseworthy.
Grant us the joy of sitting with all your wedding-guests at the table you have
prepared for them as members of the Body and Bride of Christ.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For Jesus’ sake, grant the fulfillment of all we ask that conforms to your holy
will. Amen.

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(If you choose to exchange the peace, please use hand sanitizer before you start and again when
finished.)



OFFERTORY & HYMN - AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (WOV705)

As the Grains of Wheat
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,

2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that 1s to come when
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all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us Pray...God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to

the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

0v 0V

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

0o



PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS WOV 616A

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: AUTUMN

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION



LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195):

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
COMMUNION
The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.

(Please use hand sanitizer before coming to the Altar. Both intinction and common cup are
available.)

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (REFRAIN 2X, VERSE 1, VERSE 2, REFRAIN 2X):

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



CLOSING HYMN - LBW320

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our € - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
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from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
soon bears us all away; our hope for years to come,
we fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

BLESSING

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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